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Bet/Post Horse Jockey Trainer 

ML 
Odds 

 1 Hit Show Manny Franco Brad Cox 30-1 

 2 Verifying Tyler Gaffalione Brad Cox 15-1 

 3 Two Phil’s Jareth Loveberry Larry Rivelli 12-1 

 4 Confidence Game James Graham Keith Desormeaux 20-1 

 5 Tapit Trice Luis Saez Todd Pletcher 5-1 

 6 Kingsbarns Jose Ortiz Todd Pletcher 12-1 

 7 Reincarnate John Velazquez Tim Yakteen 50-1 

 8 Mage Javier Castellano Gustavo Delgado 15-1 

 11/9* Disarm Joel Rosario Steve Asmussen 30-1 

 12/10 Jace’s Road Florent Geroux Brad Cox 50-1 

 13/11 Sun Thunder Brian Hernandez Jr. Ken McPeek 50-1 

 14/12 Angel of Empire Flavien Prat Brad Cox 8-1 

 15/13 Forte Irad Ortiz Jr. Todd Pletcher 3-1 

 16/14 Raise Cain Gerardo Corrales Ben Colebrook 50-1 

 17/15 Derma Sotogake Christophe Lemaire Hidetaka Otonashi 10-1 

 18/16 Rocket Can Junior Alvarado Bill Mott 30-1 

  21/17 Cyclone Mischief Joel Rosario Dale Romans 30-1 

 22/18 Mandarin Hero (JPN) Kazushi Kimura Terunobu Fujita 20-1 

 

*Note that the first number is the be ng number and the second number is the actual post posi ons because of 
scratches. 

Stakes Pick 5 is included at the end. Don’t forget to check it out and bet it four races prior if you wish. 

Analysis 

As usual, I performed my characteriza ons of contenders seen above in the different colors. I always try to hold off 
making my selec ons un l the last minute meaning Friday night. It is easy to fall in love with a horse regardless of post 
posi on, weather, etc. This year there have been a number of scratches that change the complexion of the race. I was 
hoping that Prac cal Move would stay in because I do not like the California horses and doubt that he can get the 10f of 



the Derby. Addi onally, because of his speed and post, he would keep Verifying and Tapit Trice honest as either or both 
will now seek the lead and maybe uncontested. 

Because of the scratches, horses con nue to move in closer to the rail, again changing the dynamics of the race. On 
Wednesday, I concluded that either 14 Angel of Empire or 15 Forte would win. I favored 14. 

Apparently, Forte has some sort of foot problem necessita ng a different shoe that came off yesterday in training. 
Pletcher, whom I don’t trust at all to tell the truth, said that it was no big deal and Forte would be ready to go. Today, 
Mike Repole, owner, said in an interview during today’s races essen ally the same thing, but not the ringing 
endorsement of his horses as he usually does. I have no direct knowledge of a problem, but I am highly suspicious and 
will temper my bets toward Forte, a deserving favorite based on past accomplishments. 

14 Angel of Empire meets our condi ons, made a tremendous, sustained move in the Arkansas Derby and is trained by 
Brad Cox, one of the best trainers around. I think he is the horse. Unfortunately, many pundits have joined the 
bandwagon, so I hope they don’t jinx us. Prat’s choice who had other op ons. 

9 Disarm is a Gun Runner colt ge ng be er each race but is very inexperienced. Steve Asmussen con nues to say that. 
But he put him in the Lexington to get enough points to run in the Derby, running third at the shorter distance. Why 
would he go to such great lengths if the horse wasn’t ready to be a real threat? Same owners as Epicenter last year, and 
Asmussen has never won the Derby. I’m willing to bet that the horse will run very well. 

The rest of the horses are very evenly matched, and in my opinion, do not look like winners. You can bet triples with 
mul ple horses, but in my case, I’m looking for a longshot with minimal outlay. 

The Bet 

Safe bet     $2 exacta box: 9-14-15= $12 

My bets     $50 win: 14 

$20 exacta key box: 14 with 9-15 = $80 

$1 triple: 9-14-15/9-14-15-3-17-22/9-14-15-3-17-22= $48 

Total        $178 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

PICK 5 RACES 8-12 

 

Total: $120 

If too rich, split it with your friends. 

 


